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The special meeting or the Chamber of Commerce !'
which was held last evening in Stein way Hall "to *

hear the report of the Committee on Revenue He- a

form as to the action recently taaen by them in

Washington," was indeed a special meeting in '

more ways than one. Special teclinicaily, accord- "

Ing to the call issued lor it, It was also special In £
that it was one of the largest meetings of "solid 1
men*' that have been held in thiB city for years. J"
The entire body 01 the nail was tilled, with the ex- i
ceptlon of the last two rows or chairs, with mem- J
bera of the Chamber not only, but with importer s *

who are not members, and merchants gene- %

rally, who have an interest as strong, though {
it may be not so direct, as that which i
the importers have in seeing the infamous moiety £
system speedljy destroyed. On tne platlorm
were George opdjke, Vice President Chamber r

of Commerce; A. A. Low, J. S. Scliultz, S. B. J
Chittenden, Cyrus W. Field, Oeorge W. Lane, 1

William N. Fogg, William M. Vermllye, Leopold \
Blerwirth, Joseph Fcllguian, J. A. Stevens, Jr.; t
James M. Constable, 8. B. lingeries, Ambrose
Snow, D. C. Bobbins, Joseph Stuart, Joseph ,

Choate, Gnstave Schwab, Oliver Hoyt, Jonathan
Stuiges, L. E. Chillender, Samuel Sloan, M. K.

i

Jesup, James S. T. stranahau, James. M. Brown, j
William F. Lee, William C. Stuarr, William J. t
Peako, Charles Mall, Elliot C. Cowdin, Charles E. '

Beebe and J. N. Pnelps.
r

Alter Mr. Opdyke had formally opened the pro- i

eeeatngx Mr. Joseph A. Cho ite was Introduced. '

His speech was listened to with rapt attention. ]
His sarcastic allusions to the percentages enjoyed t

by the United States District Attorney, the Navai f

Officer and the Collector, and to tlio (act that t
they were "great distorters of the legal mind." i

and that there had been louud a man, to use Lord '

Chatham's words, "of sufficient proilljaey" to ,
a gue that the law of lst>3 authori/.od the « izuro ,
01 merchants' books and papers w as coutitutional, ,
created a great deal 01 mei mueut. H;s telltug hits ,
at Hie expense of the Custom uunse oillcers wiio, t
In conjunction with "a leading depredator upon ,the pockets of New York merchants," had the t
iniawous law approved by the Secretary of the ,
Treasury; his denunciation ot the sp.i system us an fc
in.amy ami Ins assertion that the only way to ,
amend tne law was to anoiish it altogether and t
"put nothing iu its place" were loudly ap- i
pinnlcd. lits respects to Jayne and "men t
wortuy of his unrae" were paid ni a vein or biting t
sarcasm that bronght uutvu the nouse. When lie ,
lirst ment oned his name the wuole meeting broke t
out luto lit ses, showing quite plainly that Jayne,
"the great iiiiuert.;! mlormer," as Mr. Ghoatc f
culled him, will by no means tiereaitcr be cuUHid- \
ered either us the general delight or as the par- e
ticular joy forever ot the mercantile community. t
The speeches that lollowed were all brlnnul of j
tacts and llgures relative to the reign of terror rwhich the Importers have so long labored under, -j
and though they, uo doubt, were unable to give their j
hearers, importers ti.entsclves, anything new in t
the matter of the extortions suiTored by the mer- .,
chants by reason oi the mode iu which tlie law of t
18oa is en forced, the speeches certainly served to (
wake np the merchants to the lact that they had »

certain rights which even the government had to {
respect. i
As au expression of tho general sentiment of the j

merchants oi this city as to titc lruarny ol the law, ,
w tcli places them vtrtuuily at the mercy of spies ,
and tniornicra, the meeting was in point of ,
numbers, mtlnence and entnusiain a decided sue- t
cess; and it is highly probable, when the special ,
committee's report auu tho proceedings ot the ,

meeting are read at Washington mat tne stand L
tlte importers nave openly takeu. as evinced at the r

meeting, will have no small influence upon Con- *

grcss in its proposed legislation for "Revenue Re- c
lorm." y

l he meeting was opened by Mr. George Opdyke, t
who said that this is a special meeting of the r
Cliauioer ol Commerce, with whom were associated t
many mercnnttle irtetids invited to hear the report ^
ot the commute" of the Chamber on tevenne re- e
lorm, and to appoint a committee to visit Wash- 0
ington, and, in co-operation with committees lrom p
otuer Chambers oi Commerce, to urgo upon Con- (
gress the necessity of adopting some radical .
change in ilie law relating to the collection ol cus- p
turns. He said, in conclusion, that the p

report on hevenl'e reform g
would be read by Mr. Johu Austin Stevens. Tho ()
leport Is as lollows:.Y
The special committee to which the Chamber of Com- s

nr.erce iniru-teo itie presentation to Congress ol iis reso- t
lutiuns on revenue retorin respectfully report that m v
obc Ou nce to iu itistracaous. and having Joined to them- vselves aMe counsel, they proceeded to Wn.-h nig on ou
the i6tn uay ul i curuary. Iliey were there met hy a
delegation trutn Huston, also us-isied by counsel. A joint r
plan of action was agreed upon and the presentation ot n
llie subject allotted. In response to request ot the Com- (|
miuee ot Ways and Means, through its chairman, they n

appeared beiore that uody on the morning ol the 171 It,
wtiuii, alter short consuituiton, (luring which Mr. Duwes, "

til. chairman, stated his niuh lity to be present on ac- 1
count ol urgent private business in Massachusctts, the P
Inuring w as postponed unitl the .'Wot' March. This ar- n
ruiigcineut was quite in conlormnv with the vie ws of /
your (leh'gaiiou. pending the printing of the report of s
the Secretary ot tite Ttcasury upon lite hues and forfeMuresthe last tour years. "

i lie t number as well as the piiblto at large remember d
that subsequent 11 tilts adjournment a special ugeut of II
the treasury appeared before the Committee of Ways <;
and .Moults and indulged in violent personal attucas n
upon merchants who had Buffered lrom the law and lit
deiHinuiory aspersions oi the mercantile cla-s at large. "

It is not ueta sary hero to dwell upon this sniped nor to o

give io it an undue liunurtauce. An allusion is only p
made to bring out ch-urly the reason why an applicutioit h
to me Couimitieo ol Ways »ud Means tor a change in jj
the revenue system In part driltod Into a personal con- gl
trovcrsy between the lntomn r and his victims. The
personal element having however, been introduced into
the controversy, it was clearly the Judgment ot your '
commiiti a.a judgment concurred iu hy the committees k
of other cities.thut it should be disposed ol bctore the y
presentation ot the resolutions with which we were tcharged hy yourselies. W hen at last our hearing was ,.

had there were present the committees ot Boston, l'hlla- '

uelphia, Baltimore ttnd irom the Nuti nil Boaru of Trade. ,:!The case lor the merchants was opened by tho counsel I
of the i.oston delegation in an able argument tor the rc- V
peal of the inoiety system, showing Its demoralizing w
tendencies and its innominate influence In alienating Htne am otions o: the merchants lrom the govcrtiuicm.
Iu tins view the counsel was supported by tiie gentlemen J.from ill Boston Board ol trade, who each in turn an- '
dre sed the committee, and were examined in detail by P
i's members. it
This brunch of the subject disposed of, your delegation t]

were cant cl U| on, and In their turn submitted through ,
counsel arguments upon the unconstitutionality ol the
seizure ui hooks and |iape.rs and the general hardships of 11

the law, with copious illustrations irom cases within
their personal practice. The various members of your i<
delegation wi re also beard and exumlned in detail, and o
at the close the gentlemen from Philadelphia and fi.iltl- u
morn and the representative of the National Board gavo £their testimony In die same direction, and sustained the ,demand for a radical change in tho system. I1
Alter caieiui comparison ol \ tews the delegation had U

agreed to contlue themselves to a demand lor live a
changes in the law. A copy of the printed lortn wInch a
they submitted to tne Ways and Means t'omimttco Is ap- t(
( ended to this report. The proposed changes consist, ,,
first, of a repeal ot the law authorizing the seizure ot ~

looks and papers. Second, of that giving moities to In- "

termers and others, third, to limit actions to recover n
penalties and lorieitures on the part ot the government ci
to two ycurs. fourth, to limit all forfeitures to the ileitis f*
ot an Invoice In which there Is Iraud. Fifth, to render .
Uie payment 01 uuuos conclusive upon an panics in au- ,
Sviict- of fraud. . ._. .

Tint arguments brought forward In support of the »

various changes arc too familiar to tho lnorcaulile com- It
muiiuy to need any lengthy repetition time. The am- a
InrrusMiicnt created to merchants by tlic seizure and notendonol their books, arresting their business, injuring _

their ere lit, without. In oases ot Innocence, either re- ,
dre.-sor reparation, is well known. Not ao the general "

low standard of official character into which the Custom 11
ilouso seems to have talleu.a demoralization marked o
and widespread enough to excite the comment and cou- je
tempi even of the Informers who profited by It eiWith regard to the system ol moieties, it I* certain
that there is no compensation in the amount of rovenuo
saved to tho government lor the general temptation to
permit truud as a source ol protlt to olUcials and inform- p
era for it is certain that the interest ot each of these hi
classes is rather promoted by a loose administration of fc
the Custom House man by a severe and strict super- ,.vision ol tho minor officials, which would wholly r,prevent any Inirluginent of the lows. It '

is worthy ot remark that a very large proportion «

ol tho cases ol traud brought to the notice of tho 0
Congressional Committee by the Special Agent, were of hi
collusion bcLWcen the importer and soine Custom House «

oltlcial.either measurer, weigher, ganger or llquiilat- H,ing clerk, buch trends us these deserve and should reeeivesevere punishment; but is mere any sulltclent «

reason why an exceptional law should be made lor that Cl
punishment, which lulls within the penal code? I'rac- o
tlcally, as admitted by the District Attorney In his testl- (
inony, the truudulent merchant is fined in large sums, .while the guilt? official lias in no Instance ot late been 1,brought to justice, or even threatened with suit; and it Is 11
fhrther charged by revenue agents themselves that, sithoughcomplained of, they still retain tboir positions. t
.surely no stronger prool of the evil working of tho II
moiety law need be given. The request to limit actions *
ror penalties anil forfeitures to a period of two years is f,
certainly moderate. 'I he present law admits ol suits '

brought tiy the government at any ttmc within live ll
years This is manileatly unjust, tven two years Is sn O
extraordinary period. t

All ol tho committees laid great stress upon the limlia- «
tlon of forfeitures to the specific items in which traud or
undervaluation sre proven, and asked that the taint "

should not reach the whole invoice. Perhapa no part ol
the investlgalion aroused more interest «nd diversity of >'

coluion tlioil this, atltl from this very diversity there S'

NEW TO
rew a disposition on tba part of member* of the Way*
ml Mean* Committee, without reierence to precourivedopinion* a* to tree trade or protection, to so
luend the tariff law* as, without affeutiua thi* iiuoaon,to substitute apecitic lor ad valorem duties wherverpossible, and to provide a more simple claasidcatlon

ii uiialilc article*, it I* certainly lor the intercut of the
lerchant, a* well aa ol the irovernmeiit, that the disnctionbetweeu Iraudaleut iniarepresentation and unervaluution*,perhaps accidental, should he plainly
r.iwn and the moil practical way 01 establishing sucn
Utinction seems to he to render the system of valuation
i simple h> change* in the classification and by raising
la standard of the Appraising Department as
i leave the final settlement of duty to
« levied entirely in its hands. Meanwhile,
ntll the law may be radically changed in
tils direction, the alterations demanded are
ecessary, and not unreasonable. The public are la
illlar with the recant grom caaea. In which million* of
ollar- have been made liable for Irregularities by which
te government oulv cltimed to have suffered damage in
lie sum ol a lew hundreds 'fliey need not ho further retriedto. Lastly, the payment of daties to be conclusive
n all parties in absence of trend. There can be no
siety in hueinesson any other principle. Bankers will
rfuse their credit upon hills of lading it there cannot be
day ol final settlement: and merchants cannot safely
en ter their accounts if the goverumeut U to retain the
Ight ol perpetual revision.
1 our committee were not charged with the defence of
ny private inUsrest*. In this regard they only confined
Demselvea to the request which the senee or justice ol the
oinmitlee of Vi avs and Meaus rendered it necessary to
rge, thai each and every person assailed by name should
ave an opportunity or helug heard in his defence.
'hniigh interested and gratified Willi tbe complete end
riumphnnt delence of the great borne of which the honrudPresident ol the Chamber is a member, they did not
eel it their duty to take any part therein, and the subject
i only here alluded to that they may bear thi* Just wite-s10 the tlmrou ;hncs* of their vindication.
Your committee are glad to believe that their efforts

lave not i ecu in vain, and that from tbe present move
nent great permanent good is to result During the longn\e<tTgauon betore the Way* and Meuua Committee
hey were gratilied berond measure at the constant, unwaveringami pa lent attention show n by every member
f <h!s imporiant body. During sessions occupying neeralhours ot the dav and or evening, ana covering
icarly two we.-as, at a period when the current buslibsot the House of Keprcsentatives demanded careful
.ttehtion. each and every member gave tbe same unvariedbearing, and their many and pertinent queries
,s to matters ot detail in tbe revenue laws showed their
moral resolve to master the subject and provide such
egi ta'lon as shall reilreas the grievances complained of
vnil** not uegiecting the sabn.y ot the revenue. Por the
uany Instances ot peraonal Kindness and courtesv on the
art ot the officers an I members vour committee will be
iver gratelul. Not tbe least pleasing part of this expefencewas the cniire freedom from political or partisan
eeling in the course of the investigation. All seemed
miuiuted by the suino laudable motive.the prosperityind vood of the country.
In conclusion your committee beg to ask yoqr apirovalof ihe neflnlte changes sought by them, sup)orb-dbv which they purpose to Continue their efforts to

iblaln Hie reliel so long uuU puiieiitly waited lor. All
if which is respectfully suhmlited. Kor the committee,JOHN AUSTIN oTKVHNH, Jr.
Resolved, That the Chamber of Commerce, and the

nnrchnnts of New York in concert with them, wholly
uid hcaruly approve uud cn.lorso the changes in the
a venue laws asked lor bv tho representatives ol tbe
mercantile interests of the great commercial cities, and
lurnestiy urge upon the Ways and Means Committee of
he House or Representatives to report a bill in conormltythereto, without unnecessary delay.
The above report and resolution was then pnt to

;he meeting by the Chairman (Mr. Opdyke) and
ycre unanimously adopted.

speech OK joskph H. CHOATK.
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen.It seems when

we see that the Chamber ol Commerce, the
ecognized representatives of the commercial interestsof New York, has taken the matter in hand.
tave voluuteered their services and pledged them-
selves io cprry it om, to carry the war into
Africa, as we arc assured they arc determined to
io by this report which wo have Just heard read.
t thus seems that the reign of terror under
which the merchants of the country have so
oug suffered and to which some of the
urongest and most honest merchants have
luccuiubed. is near its end, and that the chains
ivh cli have bound them under unjust laws are
tbout to be broken. (Applause.) And. for one ol
mother profession, I musr say that the mercnants
ire to be warmly congratulated on the present
ispect 01 atlalrs. And one who has looked quietly
in lor the last ten years, since tne passage ol the
loted law of lo63, und seen how it has been pervertedto a weapon of destruction to the honest
iiipurter und unoffending merchant, cannot but
ixpress gratification and pride that at last the
uerchauts ol tins great city have been roused to a
tense oi tlieir danger and taken their vindi

a,ion in their own hands. It must lie
laid, however, that the importers und the
neTehants have, to a great extent, themselves to
hunk lor the oppression with wntoh they liavo
jeen liaiiibsed and the tyranny exercised over
;heui. Hie merchants seciu to have awakened to
i knowledge ol their tights, aud now knowing are
letermined to maintain them. (Applause.) it is
rue as regards them as m the political sense,
'that they who would bo Iree themselves muse
itiike the olow." (Applause.) The matter Is now
n their own hands, and tee grievances tney have
io long suffered under will vanish like mist be ore
lie morning sua the ummonc they have made up
iheir minus to state them and to resist the opmsslouwhich imposes on them these grievances.
I'lie merchants want, above all things, to be placed
n such an attitude before the law that they can
liiderstand their rights and duties under the law,
Hid thus to be abie to take care ol tnemselves;
hat the extraordinary motives lor extortion and
lorruptiou that has been placed in the hands ol ralacmusofficers and more rapacious and corrupt inorinerBshall bt* stricken out ol the law. (Applause.)
LTie great evil that lies at tile bottom ol ah this is
n tue ad valorem, instead ol the specific, system ol
lutics. The greutevil which the Chamber of Oomnerceis lueiy to strike with oue lull swoop is the
niquitous moiety system by wtilcU theBe extraoriiuaryinducements.too great, iu fact, lor liuman
lature to resist.are held out for injustice and opiresslon.Tou ail know to wnat 1 reier. The law
>y which in every case of for,enure only one-half
foes to the defrauded government and the other
iair is divined, one-halt to the inlormcr aud the
icher half goes among certain revenue officers
vho are supposed to be charged with the proteciouof the government and the collection of the
lonest duties oi tho government. I uow come io
lie great engine of oppression which the law of
Jongress has placed in the hands of revenue otll-

if ise3, piovidiug lor tbo examination or tho
looks and papers of the merchants whom
he revenao oiltcers and imoriners may tieireor pretend to suspect of frauds. I belevethat the merchants generally and the Cham

rof Commerce oi this city demand that this law
all be stricken from the statute book and nothing

it the kind ever again put In Its place. (Applause.)
'on all remember what the famous Lord Chatham
aid abont the great inuxlm of English liberty.
hat every man's nouse is his castle.and why* Ueauscit is surrounded with a moat or delended by
rails and ramparts)1 Mo. it might be a hut o(
traw, t ie winds might whittle through It, tho
aius might enter it, but the King himself could
ut. (Creat applause.) 11 that was a good
loctrine for Englishmen before our Revolution is
t not go< d doctrine for Ainericaus under our con

itutlott? (Cheers.) Now, the only way to amend
his obnoxious law is to abolish it altogether. (Aplause.)What is the great plea lor tt f Necessity.
lecessity, tho tyrant's only plea. Even our District
Utoruey, on whose judicial judgment it rested to
ay whether a prosecution should be Instituted
uder the law, receives his share of tho spoils,
did onr present District Atiorney went to Wasliagtonthe otner day and told the committee of
ongress that lie could not see how the governlentcould dispense with it. Well, it must
e said that the law was never thought
f till and if the government una
copie of this country could get along
aruiuniouslv in the matter of revenue from the
juiidatlon oi the government until 1883 1 cumiot
ce how they cannot get on without it in the
iture. The history of the passage oi that law is
red known. The law never was passed with tho
nowledge of the people of the country.it was
rhat is v ulgarly called a put-up job.a job put on
he merchants by informers and Custom Douse
dicers. (Applause.) The law was passed in 1803,
rneu our great ami glorious becretary of the
reasury that we had on that day was overwhelmed
rtt.li the terrible prospect before the country.
rhen the Uio or the nation was at
take, and ho was anxiously devising the
icans ol successful rescue; then it was that
he leading depredators on the private rights and
nckets or the merchants cot no that law bv the
id oi revenue oillelals. Under thoso consldcraLouhthe law received the nominal, if not the vlriiat,assent ot the Secretary ot the Treasury, and
he law passed Congress heiore any one knew that
ucli an oppressive clause was Incorporated In the
levenuo hill. Lord Chatham said that the most
ppreasivc and obnoxious of laws was that of
eneral warrants to enter a man's bouse and
earch and seize, if they were to bo tound, all
apers or books or other articles that might be
sed to testily against him. Lord Chatham said
bout the same tune that he did not hellevo
man could he found or nnillcient profligacy

i advocate a law of that kind ; but it Lord
Latham was wltu us to-«ay he wonid not be dlsppointodin tils search lor such a man or any
mnber 01 such men. (Applause.) I doubt if you
an hnd a man anion? any ol those men who reelveda moiety or percentage wno will colucldo
dtn Lord chuthnm in that opinion. Hut, 110 materwhether tho law was constitutional or uot, tno
ay In which it is administered in this city makes
one of tho most oppressive instruments of wrong
nd tyranny that were ever Invented In a ireo
nuntry. Any honest merchant, if you please.aud
ven in these times every merchant is presumed to
e honest until he is proved to be a rascal.any
ouest merchant who discharges a dishonest clerk
r disagreeable porter in his employment Is subletto the reveugelul feelings of the discharged
m ploy <5. Dow shall ho have his revenge V.
tut is tho question. He turns his eyes lmuiedtudyto the moieties. He has been with Ids euiloyormany years; knows all the contracts that
avo been made In tbe business ol tne hoase:
Hows all the secrets oi tbe books ot tho Arm; all
ie little irregularities, all the technical giounds
f torreiture; knows of some entries made
nder an innocent mistake.some accidental
mission of seme petty charge lor cartage, lor inuriiuceor freight, and ne hears ol Juyne. that
reat imperial informer. (Applause.) Ho underluntisthat Ja.yne has made several bargains
dtli other parties in his position, discarded
lerks, and so he goes to Jayne's ofllce or some
ther special agent worthy ol the name ol Jayue.
laughter and applause).and he Bays tonlm, "How
inch will 1 be allowed if 1 give you some lniormainnthat will lead to large lorfeiturest" Weil,'*
avs tlie special agent, "what will be the size of
be lorlelturer" "Oh," says the clerk, "1 can make
t as big as you please." (Laughter and applause.)
iiid so tlioy arrange lor a Bhnre of the share of the
Hornier. That is what Jayue meant when lie
nlke<i oi tlie $280,000 that ho hud to divide with
fliers, lie finds out that on sonic importations lor
hreo or lour years there Is a screw loose some'here.somethingleft out that should be put in.
o fraud Is Intended, but there is a chnnee lor a
take and they go for It. (Laughter.) lliey want
a get at the merchant's books and papers to
earch for eomcthlng to accuse bun. The law cm-
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ableB them to do this effectually. It is the maxim
01 the law that no one snail be called ou to
accuse bimseii; but that la Ignored by the law, and
the .seizure ol book* and papers H made the inatrumeutof penalty and punishment. The law
says that the books and papers of the merchant
shall be seised and carried off whenever it shall appearto the satisfaction of the Judge of the District
Court that a iraud bus been committed. Then the
Judge can.issue his warrant to the Marshal to
seize all the books ana papers relating to the supposedfraud, bo they get up an affidavit.
Who swears to It f The discarded clerk t Oh.no;
he lies back. About three out of the four.nine
out of tbe ten.or the affidavits ana complaints upon
which these warruun are based have been Issued
by the hireling of tbe special agent of the Custom
House. What does he know about it ol bis own
knowledge? Nothing; absolutely nothing. What
does he swearr He swears upon his information
and belief tnat he haa reason to believe tnat Jolin
Doe or Richard Roe has attempted to commit a
irand upon the revenue aud that it relates to certainimportations, and that It is necessary to seize
me uoo*b uue papers 01 me importer.
Thai la not what the law means, bad as It la. Not
at all. What tne law meana la, It must be made
by affidavit to appear, to the satisfaction of the
District Judge, that a irand haa beeu committed.
Does the District Judge know anything more about
it because Jayue or Ins assistant swears lie believesthat a iraud has been commuted? No. You
could not go to tne City Hall and get an attachmentlarge enough to levy upon a pig upon
such an affidavit as that, (i heers.1 You could
not get an order for the arrest 01 any honest white
man on such an affidavit as that, much a law
as that strikes at the very root of the
liberties ol the people, so oppressive and degrad!ing has the law become that a merchant
not long since said to me"It Is cheaper to pay
$10,000, although not committing the slightest
offence, than to be compelled to spend three or
four weeks in the District Conrt to nave It determinedwhether he was an honest man or a knave."
1 say learU'Bsly that this law is such a terrible
weapon of oppression that no free man should submitto it lor a moment. (Applause.) But you are
not without relief. Congress bas already been
reached, and 1 do not believe tbat there Is Custom
House Influence enough on tne part of Intormers
or moietv hunters in congress to deleat the jnst
demands ol the Chamber oi commerce. (Applause.)

Hl'EKCil OF W. B. BAKBOUB.
The President then Introduced Mr. Barbour,

President of the Board or Trade of Paterson, N. J.
Mr. Babiioub saidMr. President and gentlemen,

I am glad to see among this large audience ol merchantsand manufacturers so many of the well
Known friends of our tlrm. I am glad to have an
opportuuuy ol meeting them here and explaining
to them why lor so many long mouths we have
been nnable to deliver dur merchandise to them
with the same regularity as wo had done for the
last twenty years. I need hardly give you, gentle-
men, the story of the long list of oppressions
and outrages practised upon us and upon
our manufacturing interests by those shielded harpiesol the revenue laws. (Cheers.) 1 hat story 1
have been induced to place beiorc the public within
the last week, and I have Leen asked by many
iriends and acquaintances if that siatemeut. long
as it is, is all true. 1 say to-night before yon that
that statement Is true as gospel. (Cheers.) We are
In a position to prove it. We had been Induced by
the liberal laws ol this conntry to come over with
our flax machinery. We bad tne misfortune to
come over here with capital, machinery and skilled
workmen. We made large investments in Paterson,erected machinery and started our enterprise.For seven years we went on uninterruptedly
aud, in the development, we were considered to
have carried on a very energetic business enter-,
prise. Last year, gentlemen, I think we were culled
upon to nay local taxes to the amonnt ol $8,700. I

> have already stated how our trouble commencedIn tne Kevvnno Department. W'o did
not wait to bave a warrant issued lor tne seizure
of our books and papers. Wc carried our books
down to tne Keveuuo Department. (Cueers.)
Wo nsked the officials to go carefully through
them to see tr they could detect any error, clericul
or otherwise, npen which to found a charge
or fraud. Wo asked those officials to to
through oar works and examine all the
ramlflcatlons ol our business, anil see 11 they could
substantiate any cUarge they might make aguinst
our goods. It was of uo avail. I th.nk we bud
backbone and pluck, alter fourteen long mouths
ol a contest wltn those revenue officers, and I
woe,m recommend any Importing llrm to show
tlu'.r backbone and pluck. (Cheers.) I think the
best tning any oue can do when these pleasant
gentlemen, the tevcuue officers, come in, is to
Hand ttiem over your cashbox and tell them to
help tncmselves. (Cheers.) It is right to remonstrateagainst these proceedings. There are
many Luge lUms Whose names I could repeat, and
with which the public are lamillar. who have
within the past two years ceased to keep a stock
of goods here. They slmtily represent their businessby samples, and deliver their goods as they
arrive by each steamer. l>y this means they avoid
the risk ot having their property seized and con!flscated upon some imaginary charge or clerical
error. I have had some twenty years' experience
in this city as an importer, and I think the
merchants here preseut will agree with mo In say:ing that, in the Importing business there Is olneces-
slty a great number oi details. »Ye lrequeruly re;cclve the invoice by tUe same steamer wtiich brings
our goods. There is generally a great hurry
in making up nn invoice, and it is quite lmpossi-
bio tor merchants to be responsible lor every little
detail that enters into the making up of an invoice
or merchandise. (Cheers.) You can easily see,
gentlemen, what an immense temptation It is to a
youug clerk or employe when he Is ottered a large
Drtno as an Informer to get up a little irregularity
or some clerical error so as to divide the spoil betweenthe lntormer and the revenue Officers. I do
not know, gentlemen, that I need sav anything to
you about the law. That matter has beeu clearly
laid down by my friend on the right (Mr. Choate).
There is one law, however, that I understand us
well as any lawyer, and that Is the law or right
and wrong.(cheers).and 1 think that If a law
exists to-day which permits those revenue officers
to march into our couuting houses and takeaway
our books and papers, the sooner ail merchant's
turn round and stare such a law square lu the
race the better. (Cheers.) The sooner we stand
together, shoulder to shoulder, tn deience or our
rights tno sooner we will be sale. (Cheers.)
There Is one thing merchants prize, even above
their books, papers, money or property -that Is.
tlielr good name and reputation. (Cheers.) J
should Itko to know what inducement can be held
out to loreign capitalists to Invest in developing
the resources or the country ? (Cheers.) A merchantwishes to hand down to posterity the honest
reputation oi a lifetime, and was this to be niched
away iroiu htm by the government that be may
have done much to uphold and maintain? (Cheers.)

speech of jackson s. scuultz.
Mr. Jackson 8. Schcltz was tlie next speaker.

He said that the revenue officers ot this district
hati charged tuo merchants of New York w.th
petit larceny, with bribery, with having Improperlyinfluenced public officers and with havingdeprived the public treasury of its duo. That
was the indictment. Were they guilty or not
guilty)1 He had put in the plea lor them at Washingtonthat they were not guilty. (Cheers.) They
should not allow statements to go to Washingtonwithout the antidote. He read a letter
irotn Mr. 11. li. Claflin, stating that some changes
should he made in the fievciiue laws, tliough some
houses hud been led into trouble lrom the perplexingcharacter of the taruf. lie replied to that
note, calling attention to irregularities at a certainlormer lime, about four or live years ago, ami
to this came a reply, stating that they had seme
correspondence with the secretary of the Treasury.
That was all that Phelps, Dorlge A Co. did. It began
ana ended with a correspondence. When Air.
Cluflin stated that lie never had any trouble in
regard to the Kevcuue laws he was mistaken.
Tiie Turn! freight on goods should oe added to the
cost of tliein, and w hen Mr. Clailin went down to
the Custom House and was told he mast pnv ho
did pay. That was boiore Mr. Jayno and his reign
of terror began. If this had occurred in Jay lie's
time Mr. Ciailln's hooks would have been taken
down to the Calcutta Klackholc in the custom
House, and 11 this had been done to htm he probablywould have acted more in unison with lilsieliow
citizens and merchants. (Cheers.) Cnder the
aduiiuistrulion oi Jayno Mr. damn's importations
probably would have subjected him to trouble, in
1865 an order came irom Washington to seize the
books and papers of a most respectable merchant
in this city. The special agent sent lor a young
man who had boon in the employment ol this merchant,and on hearing what tills person had to say
It was replied that the government of this great
oountry could not afford to go into so small and
mean a business, (Cheers.) That great merchant
wan A. T. Stewart. (Cheers.) Tito speaker re-
ferred in severe terms to Jayne, who, he said,
had no objection to sel/.o letters and
private papers, even the letters ofladles. (Cheers.)lie went on to show that Woodward, Uoldnson .t
Co. did not intend to bo any wrong. Jayne admit-
ted to the cumniittee or the House that he had taken
$50,000 Irom this tlrni, and the siuteineut enraged
one of the committee so much that he (Mr.
Schultz) thought he would have broken Jayne'sother leg and Hung him out of the window.
(Cheers.) Jayne was the direct agent ol the goveminent,superior to the Collector of the J-ort,
and could they linuirlne any terrorism greater man
that or Jayne holding haudcuiTs belorc a witness,
and telling htm to declare the whole truth?

The possibility of a new issue of inconvertible
paper I regard with amazement and anilely, and,
in my judgment, such an issue mould be a detri-
ment and a shame..Charles Sumner.
FATAL RESULT OF A BROOKLYN FRACAS.
Death of SiguwmiiitU from the Blow of a

Stone.
Jacob Stgusmunrt died at the Long Island College

nospttal at an early hour yesterday morning irom
the effects ol a fracture ol the skull by a blow irom
a paving stone thrown by a boy In tlio street, us
detailed In the Herald some days ago. The stone
struck him on the left side of the head, knocktug
him senseless to the sidewalk. The brother of the
prostrate man procured assistance and had him
removed to his home in the vicinity. A few days
alter he was taken to the hosnltal. where he was
trepanned, and lragments of the skua which had
been pressing upon the brain were re-
moved, affording the patient great relief
and restoring consciousness. which ho retainedlor two days, or up to within Ave
data before his death. The assailant Crowe, who
Is only seventeen rears of age, wasariested last
week and arraigned beloro Justice Deimar, who
committed him to Jail. Deceased was about
twenty-flve years old, a oatlve or Germany and a
baker by trane. A posL-mortcm examination will
be made and the inquest held to-d&r.
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washinotonT
Prospect of a Vote on Finance in

the Senate To-Day.

LOUISIANA'S CREDITORS

Double Taxation in the
District of Columbia.

nAoiii.iuii/n, mitri.ii «i, roi«*

Finance In the Senate and InterstateTransportation in the House.
Gloomy Prospect for the Latter
Measure.
In the Senate the finance question was resumed

in a lengthy and able speech by bonator Bayard, of
Delaware, strongly protesting against an Increase
of the currency circulation and urgently advocatinga apecio basis system o( national money obligations,Senator Conkltng was again brought to
bla feet to inake a legal defence of feecretary
Richardson, in which the Senator most positively
contended that the Issuing of the forty-four million
reserve was proper aua Justifiable. Senator .Sherman,who does not tako this view of the case,
came Into the discussion, and contended that the
Secretary was unauthorized lit law or In the luteu*
tion of Congress In delegating power to him.
The bill to regulate commerce by railroads

among the several states, which has been a fruitfultheme lor several weeks past, was brought to
a vote in the House this aiternoon on ordering tne
main question. The yeas were 13S and tne nays
06. Mr. Nibluck, of Itidlunu, moved that the bill
lie on the table, which was lost by yeas 92, nays
129. The nour Tor adjournment had arrived and
all lurther effort to get a final vote was useless.
When that vote Is taken it will be very close, with
the chances against Its passage. The democrats
voted solidly against the bill, with many of the
leading republicans. Even tr the bill passes the
House the Senate will certainly reconstruct It or
never act upon it at ail.
Probable Passage of tbe 1400,000,000
Amendment to tbe Currency llill by
tbe Senate.

a

The report or the meeting held In Xew York last
night to protest against lurther inflation, has
been a source of casual remark without the accompanimentof any serious consideration. Tho
speeches ofsome or the participants provoked laugh-
tcr among the inflationists, especially those made
by parties who importuned the President and the
Secretary or the Treasury, on one Sunday at tho
Fifth Avenue Hotel, to let loose the wnole of tho
forty-four million reserve, anil thus help avert, as
they argne^JJthe panic of last fall. It rany bo
truly sanl that tho petitions and resolutionsoffered in tho Senate for and against
Inflation have not the slightest influence up in the
Senators one way or another. The determination
to Inflate Is as fixed in tho Senate as In the House,
and It Is expected that to-ntorrow a vote will bo
taken fixing tho legal tender circulation at
$400,000,000.
A Bill to Authorize Tutted Stutes Civ-
cult Courts to Imsuo Writs of Man.
damns.V Measure to Believe tho Creditorsof Louisiuuu.
Mr. Cox to-day Introduced a bill In tho ITousc to

authorize tho Circuit Courts or tl'.o United States
to tssu9 writs of mandamus in certain casos. This
is in the Interest of tho Louisiana bondholders,
who are anxious to prevent tho spoliation and
confiscation of their moneys by reason of the socalledFunding bill of Louisiana. Under tho decisionin Graham vs. Norton, 15 Wallace. 427, the
courts of the United States bavo at present no

power to Issue writs of mandamus. Tho petition
of those aggrieved, headed by Morgan, Seiigman,
Ac., Ac., teliows the total lunacd and unfunded
debt of Louisiana to be $24,283,880. Tho annual
interest is $i,4U3,i'58.
Proposed Mean* of Paying the District
School Teachers Tlielr Salaries.Taxing
tho Citln us Twice for the Sauie Object.
The b)f;'i -*-ing appropriation ror the payment

of the teachers in the public schoolH In the District
of Columbia provides also that tho government
of the District of Columbia shall reimburse tho
cmreu r.iuies oy collecting a tax 10 an amount

equal to tliat appropriated, $97,740, itpon personal
property, including banks and oilier corpora*
tlons. in other words, for the privilege or enjoyinga loan trom the government the citizens of
the District are to bo taxed twice. The bill is
likely to be defented in ttie Senate, as property
owners do not like the idea of being compelled to
bear the burdens of the bankrupt District govern-
ment.
The Iioulslana Contested Election Case.
The Committee on Elections have itnislied the

examination of the case of Plnchback against
Sherldnn for the seat lrom Louisiana, and It is un-
derstood will report next week that the record
evidence on which botn claimants rest their respectivecases has not enabled the committee to
decide between them.
Proposed Modifications of the Customs

Rcrenno Laws,
Mr. E. 11. Roberts has recently presented to the

Committee on Ways ana Means three bills to
amend the existing laws In regard to moieties to
iuiormers, seizures of books and pnpers, and what
Is technically known as damage allowances. It Is
understood that the bills liavo been prepared in and
represent the views of tho Treasury Department.
They havo not yet been considered by the committee,but It is very likely that their general principleswill receive the approval of tho committee,
and that some such measures will be reported to
the House before long.
The Extradition Treaty with Ecuador

Officially Proclaimed.
The Extradition treaty between the United States

and Ecuador bus been officially proclaimed, and is
to continue In force ten years.
Outfits of Clothing for Enlisting Seamen.Petitionof tho Officers of the
North Atlantic Squadron.
A very interesting memorial was sent by SecretaryRobeson to-day to the Naval committee ol the

House. It is a letter signed by every officer of the
Wabash, Congress, Franklin, Brooklyn, Juniata,
Dictator, Mahopac, Tleonderoga, Osslpee, Kansas,
Lancaster, Shenandoah, Canandalgua and Pawnee,
vessels of the United States Navy which comprise
the North Atlantic squadron, asking that nn outfit
of clothing shall be allowed to our seamen. It will
be remembered that tho Hon. Leonard Myers'
bill for the outflt was reported by him from tho
Committee on Naval Affairs, and is now on the
calendar, and this indorsement or the
justice of the measure will no doubt materially
aid Its passage. Rear Admiral A. Ludlow Case,
commanding the fleet, forwarded this petition,
urging the grant of tho outflt In a letter of great
loree, and Secretary Robeson warmly approves
tlie bill. Soldiers ana marines arc allowed their
clothing, but In the navy its cost Is deducted from
the seaman's pay. causing much dissattstaction
and frequent desertions. The passage of Mr.
Myers' bill will not only be just to the sailor but
will aid the elSclency of the navy.
Woiuan'i Rights on the Briny Deep ami

in Marine Registers.
The Secretary of the Treasury decides that In

case where a woman is owner of a yacht there is
nothing In the laws of the United States which can

prevent her from being named In tho marine
papers as the master thereof.

THE FINANCIAL FEVER.

The Senate Approaching a Vote on the
Kqualizutlon Bill.The Statue of the
114,000,000 Reserve.Rio Resumption
Without Contraction.An Amendment
Fixing the Volume of Currency at
9i00,0O0,OUO.Pertinent Questions.

WAsniNfiTON, March 2ft, 1874.
Tlie Senate did little olso of Importance to-day

than to discuss tho financial question. Several
petitions from merchants relating thereto wero
read.
Mr. MuiuoN, (rep.) of Ind., presented a memo-

J SHEET.
rial of the Iron, coal and other companies of Ohio,
stating that business there la in a atute of stagnationon acrouut of an insufficient volume of currency,an asking that the same be Increased and
free banking be authorized, ltelerreu to tUe Committeeon Finance.
Mr. Mokton said the memorial was signed by

flfty-one Aims, and, as the Senators from Ohio had
not beard of the petitions for more currency ironi
that State, he desired to can trieir attention to
this. He also presented resolutions for more cur-
rency adopted by a large meeting of business men
at Indianapolis, Iud. ltererrcd to the Committee
on Finance.
Mr. Fkrbt, (rep.) of Mich., said a few days

ago he hud the honor to present a memorial for
more currency from merchants of New York, and
one of the papers of that city bad been pleased to
question the lact of the petition being genuine,
lie felt thanxful to some of the Now York papers
for publishing the memorial la full and vindicating
him.
Mr. Loo an, (rep.) of III., presented a petition

of 184 business men of New York for an Increase
In the volume of the currency. It was referred to
the Finance Committee.
The morning hour liavtng expired the Senate

resumed the consideration of the bill to prov.de
lor the redemption and reissue of United States
notes, aud lor tree banking.

AMKNPMKNTS.
Mr. Scnruz, (lib.) or Mo. moved to amend

the first section o( the bill by striking out "eightytwo"ana inserting "flfty-six," so mat tne max-
uuum limit ol the bulled Status notes should be
$a50,ouo,ooo, instead ol $3b2,ooo,uo0 as axed by tlio
bill.
Mr. tVmuflT, (rep.) or Iowa, gave notice that be

would offer an amendment to strike out the whole
01 the first section of the bill, and insert a section
providing that the amount of Uuited States notes
for circulation be flxed at $40U,ooo,ooj.
Mr. Schubz argucJ against legalizing the portionol the $44,eootooO reserve now in circulation,

and said that it had been the intention ol C ingressto retire tuat reserve, aud there was uo authority
lor Its reissue.
Mr. liAVAitu, (dem.) of Pel., opposed any increase

of Irredeemable paper money, lie read irois the
Joutnai ol bougres.s ol .December. iso.>, where the
Senator from Michigan (Or. Ferry), then a memberoi the lie use ol iTepreseutatlves, voted lor contraction.
Mr. Perry. of Michigan, said bo did so vote then,having yielded bis Judgment to that of the Secretaryol the Treasury, lie alterw.irds saw thoioily

ol contractiou aud voted to arrest It.
ku sl'kclk resumption without contraction.
Mr. Bayard said whether the read to specie paymentbe nard or easy it must be travelled. lie aid

Uot mean to say that by comractluu alone could
specie payment be reached, but it could never be
reached without contraction. He would uever
give his vote for uuy bill wlucli propused to Incrua-ethe currency. As to the reissue of part of
the $44,000,000 reserve it was without the authority
oi law, and l|c could uot vore for $38g,ooo,ooo greenbackcirculation provided lor by nils bill, as it legal-
1«CU IIIAI 19BUL'* UCU, gUCU Ulttl, 1L was II grOSS 11)18noiuerto style any portion of tUe greenbacks
which Had been retired as rese; ves.
Mr. Kuklikuuuyskn, <iro|>.) or n. J., said he did

not understand that uny nart of the $44,Ooo.ouo had
been caucelled or destroyed. The whole amount had
been withdrawn in the naturo of a reserve by seerotaryMcculloch. The law meant that tlieyshould bo retired and go Into a reserve.
Mr. IIayard sifld there was no quostion uponwhich there could uot be a difference ot opinion,and now that the Secretary or the Treasury was

Insure straits lor (he justification of his illegal
ucllon, it was to be expected that there would be
those who would side with bun. lie (,\lr. Bayard)
argued that tacrc was but ouo fund winch ever
could be c .lied a reserve mod, and that amounted
to |50,uotitooo, and had long since passed out oi
existence.

secretary richardson defended.
Mr. CuNKUNd, (iep.) of N. V., road irom the de-

hates ol Congress to show that the Secretary of
the Treasury was periectly Justified 111 placing the
construction on tho law which ho did, ami his
action in reissuing a portion ol that rescrvo was
not In violation of law. The ounsslou to declare in
the law that the Secretary of the treasury should
not reissue the money enabled him to construe
the law as conierring tho right upon him to reissue
It. The argument made by the gentleman irom
Ohio (Mr. Sherman), a few days ago. that the provisionlOrbidding the reissue was not put In becauseIt was not deemed advisable to send the bill
bach 10 the House tell to the ground, us tho bill
was amended in other ways und went bach to the
House.
Mr. Siierman, (rep.) of Ohio, said this legal discussionas to tue right of tho Secretary to issue tuo

reserve was a loss of time. Tho notes had been
Issued and the government was responsible lor
them. There was good ground lor diiference of
opinion on the subject, but lie hoped it w ould uot
he discussed now.

pertinent qcestions.
Mr. Scott, (rep,) oi Pa., said after all the discussionon this subject, una liuviug heard all the tlnan!dial theories irom the time of .Marco I'olo down to

Amasa Walher rehearsed here, he utterly deispulrcd of throwlug a single ray or light ou thesubject. It tYas uot his purpose to discuss the
financial problem generally, but there were three
questions which he would refer to.lirst, how
aud when is the pledge contained in the act or
18S9 to ho redeemed 1 second, what character of
currency shall Congress luruish the people ol the
l ulled .states 1 Third, what quantity of that currencysnail oo Issued 1
He said with either one of these questions unsettledbusiness would be unsettled. No sauo

man would say tbat the government could enter
npon specie payment immediately, and as gold
couid not be given lor notes he would redeem
them in hnnila ol the irnveriiinnnL- which tiulm
ure as good us gold. No Hmiucial system could be
devised which would preveut pauics. ah to tne
character of the currency to be furutalied the
people, lie desired to see currency redeemable In
gold. He believed tlioro could be a paper currencybrought to par It It be redeemed in gold or bonds.
That currency should be founded on the national
laiili. Before concluding his remarks Mr. Scott
yielded to Mr. Schurz lor a motion that the Senate
proceed to tne consideration ol executive business.

tiik votk to br takkn to-day.
Mr. Piikiiman gave notice tnat to-morrow he

would asK tne Senate to remain in se-sion until
two or three decisive votes on the Financial bill
should be reached.
Mr. Logan hoped thero would be an agreement

entered into now to commence voting to-morrow
afternoon at half-past two o'clock, ir the time be
ll.xed Senators would then be present.
Mr. Sherman submitted resolutions providing

that alter naif-past two o'clock to-inorrow atternoonspeeches on the Financial bill bo limited to
ten inliiutcs each.
Mr. Bayahd objected. Ho said ho did not desire

to see such a rule adopted. There was a principle
against limiting debate upon a subiect like this.
Were It upon an appropriation bill, Involving no
important principles, lie would not object. Ho
hoped the Semite ol the Tutted States would tie
the one place left in the country wnere the debate
should be leit to the entire discretion ol the membersof tne body.
Mr. Siikkman gave notice that to-morrow he

would ask the Senate to pass the resolution.
The motion of Mr. Scaurz to go Into executive

session was agreed to.

The possibility of a new issue of inconvertible
pajw I regard with amazement and anxiety, and,
in myjudgment, such an issue would be a detrimentand a shame..Charles Sumner.

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Testimony Regarding the Contracts for
Paving Streets In Washington City.
The Old and the Sicw Government.

Washington, March 25, 1874.
At tlio meeting of the District of Columbia in-

vestlgating Committee this morning: John Collins
testified that ho had laid sewers, raised houses
and done parking and other public work for the
Board of Public Works amounting to about $100,000
without any contract, except that about three
weeks ago lie signed a contract and gave a bond,
both dated back to September 17,1S72, (or tho
faithful perlormancc of certain work amounting
to less than $1,000, all of which was done ami paid
tor fifteen months previously.
Ex-Mayor Ilowcn, called by tho memorialists,

testified that the Board had taken away irom his
property certain pavement, bricks and Iron railing,and that the District Assessor had re.nsed to
allow him credit for this old nuitcrl.il tor the reasonassigned that a certificate had been issued
against ins property lor the entire cost of tho improvementsSubsequently, however, he hml paidhis bill, with Interest thereon, and was allowed
credit lor the old material, but no interest on Its
value. Neither had he yet received the certificate
which the Assessor said had been issued against
his property.
Counsel lor the District authorities at this point

stated to the committee that no certificate has
ever been Issued against tho property of witness.
A recess was here taken.
On the reassembling of the committee Mr. Christie,for the memorialists, moved for leave to file

a precept lor a uumbcr of witnesses irom a distance.The reason lor tho motion wus an expectationto prove the lending facts alleged by iho
memorialists Ur their charges. Tho motion was
filed. . ,

8. J. Bowon, ex-Mayor of Washington, recalled,
testified as lollowsThe average price paid by
tho old corporation for grading was sixteen cents
per jard, and each contract contained a clause
directing that too earth removed suould be depositedwherever too commissioners of the severalawards should direct, tho understanding beingthat such cartu should be ready for filling the
streets requiring to lie filled.

I'ClOr JUCl*»UlUia ICOVIUCM vunv lie in au vu« vuil'

tractor: was a large contractor under the old
corporation; contracts under Ho wen and Rtneiy
wore not unllorinljr let to tne lowest bidder; tho
price lor grading was about eighteen or twenty
cents per yard, and It was tho universal custom
ot the contractors to use the earth taken irorn the

3
excavation# to Oil lots owned by private parties,for which they got very good pay; the witneaa
mated that the price for grading tinder the Moard
la forty centa per yard lor old gravelled street and
thirty mum per yard for all other grading, the
contractor being compelled in all cases to oepoeK
the earth In the streets necessary to he Oiled; the
witness would prefer to grade the streets on the
basis of the old corporation contracts to tbe basis
established by the hoard of Public Works.

The possibility of a new issue of Inconvertible
paper I regainI with amazement ana anxiety, and,
in my Judgment, such an issue would be a detrimentand a shame..Charles Humnek.

SANBORN'S "COLLECTIONS."
The Revenue Office "Assist" HIin.DistrictAttorney Bliss Admits Recslvlng
Perquisites Under the Contract.The
Great Sanborn on the Stand.The Com-
Ditto* of Way* kdiI Noons Hi'fuse to
EaUtrn to s lleilricteJ SUlvuieut from
Ilim.

WAPnixr.TON. March 25, 1874.
The Committee on Ways an I Means gave another

hearing tr,-day in tne matter of the Sanborn contracts.Mr. Bliss, I'niteil States District Attorney
for the Southern district of New York, made a detailedstatement as to the connection of his office
with the collection of the claims under Sanborn,
and patrlc 1 with a great deal of dc.tcrity the attemptsmade bv various members of the committee
to obtain an adttiis ion trom hiui that the contract
was made In had policy und was unnecessary. He
salil tpat with the ligh's now before him he would
Dot now make a contract; but that at the lme it
was made It was apparent that whatever should
reach the Treasury under it was so much clear
pain. He admitted virtually, however, that the
great discovery made by Pan horn, the key of the
whole position, was the obtaining from ihc Surrogate'soffice of the list of estates which were subjectto the legacy and succession tax. lie characterizedthat list as a scoop net, from the contents
of which the big fish, th^-estates, which had not

actually paid the tax, vtue aiterwards silted out

by comparison with the records of the internal
Revenue Collector's office. There was no reason
why the regular officers of the government could
not have obtained the same information, hut it.
was Uko the egg of Columbus, which anybody
might make stand on end utter he saw how tt was
done, lie expressed Ids belief that the $64,000 collectedIn New York under the Sanborn contract
would never have been collected through the regitlarinstrumentalities of the government. It could
nave oecii, perhaps, hut it would not Have bceo.

TUB mSTHlCT ATTOKNEV'S rKltqUISITES.
On being questioned by Mr. Niblaok lu relerenco

to lua own live per eeut ou the aiuouut collected,
he justified his course by saying that If, witn the
consent of his superior, tie could at any time get
money lor rendering services uot loruidden by
law ho was very glud to get it, and ho thought
that everybody eiso would be, except, perhaps,
members or Congress.

Mr. Nlbiack said:."Judge Noah Dav^s testified
boiore us that he declined tne same oiler."
Mr. Bliss.1 do uot know whether ne testified It

or not.
Mr. Niblack.He stated it before the committee.
Mr. Bliaa.I am convent to have my position uu l

that or Judge Noah l)avis us they now stand belorethe couutry relatively Judged.
Solicitor Bantield followed Mr. Bliss. He appeared,he said, not in the interest of Sanborn, or

any other contractor, but at the request of the
secretary of the Treasury, to explain ttio relation
of the department to tins contract question. Applicationlor contracts to collect del ts due the
government had been mudo as early as lsdfi, and,
attnough the Secretary and Hie boil nor were not
lavorubly disposed t Uic system, contracts wero
given to several parties at lutes ol commission
varying iroin twenty to Hitv per cent on the
amounts to bo collected, tlie contractors to pay all
the expenses; but the iuvariable result had been
that nothing was collected; at ail events, that thu
government got nothing, lho system was abrogatedauu was not resumed nut 11 tne passage ol
the law under which the sauborn contract was
giveti. and less care was taken to limit the commissionunder that contract than ttiero would
have oecu 11 it had been supposed that uuythiug
would be collected. The Solicitor was

SH AltrLY CUOSS-qUES't ION L I)
by Mr. Beck as to why Internal Revenue CommissioncrDouglass was not called into consultation
by the Secretary and the Solicitor * ben ihry undertookto carry the law into eflt et, and also us
to what authority he had to write loiters to internalRevenue oihcers, directing theiu to aid Suu|boru when the law required that ho should aid
them. To the first questmu his rei ly was that
the law referred to "debts wttnUeld" and uot
particularly to internal revenue matters, and in
the second that the idea ol assistance was that it «
should be mutual, and that Sanborn could not very
well assist tiic regular oiliecrs unless they were
willing to assist him. In reply to a question t>>
Mr. sneldou, tne Solicitor said he had no knowledge,b lief or suspicion that any officer of the
government Had received or expected to receive
any tiling in any way irom the Sanborn contract.

TUE ( HEAT SAN SOUS IN THE LIFE.
After the exaiulnai ion of Mr. Baufield was concludedMr. Johu D. Sauboru lilmseli came beiore

the committee, bur, instead 01 proceeding with his

twouty-;our hours been advised by his counsel
mat. In view of the indictment pending against
him in Brooklyn cliargtug luni with collusion with
revenue olllcers to doiiaud the government, it
would be injudicious lor mm to make tiic lull
statement which lie had been ready and willing to
make, tie was ready, however, to give to the
committee such general information on the subjectas lie possessed.
he was tulormed by the Chairman and other

members or the Committee that the Committee
could not sit aud listen to any partial statement;
that he was present uot by order of the committee
but of his own volition, and In accordance
with bis own request in order that he might make
a mil and fair statement ol all the circumstance*
counected with lus contract. If he was not pre
pared to do that aud to auswer such questions as
the Committee might desire to put to him the Coin
mlttee would decliue to listen to auy partial or restrictedstatement.

Mr. Sanborn's counsel (Mr. Woodbrldge, of Vermont),justified the position taken by lus client,
altUough he expressed his belief that nottunu
which fcanbom could say could prejudice his ca^e;
but still, out of caution, ho thought it better 101
him not to submit himself to the examination ol
the committee. lie alluded to the lact that there
was a gentleman present ^understood to be an AssisiantDistric'. Attorney .'rom Brooklyn] watohiug
to take advantage of uuytuiug that .Sanborn might
sav.

Die npshot of all this parley was that the committeeadjourned without auy decision whether
sauborn »uouid or should not be made a witness.

BOOK TRADE SALE.
Second Ilny's Sale.

Considerable surprise was manifested by the attendantson the trade sale now going on at the
Trad# Salesrooms ol Messrs. George A. Leavttt .V

obtained for tne publications of Messrs. D. AppletonA Co., whoso Invoice Inaugurated the sale on

Tuesday. Tills hous was represented on the stand
by Mr. Walter H. Appleton, and it was due to bis
exertions that the books of this firm wero so

eagerly sought for. It would be Invidious to tnako
any partlenlar mention of the offering* by this
Arm. Sufficient to say that their lines embraced
scientific, medical, educational and classic works,
ruling as standard among the trade. Their Invoicebrought over i.»,ooo.

Yesterday's sale was commenced with tne Invoiceof Messrs. Kstes A Lauriar, of Boston, consistingof historical, botanical and standard work*,
varying from twenty-five cents to $76 em u. This
wustollowed by the contribution oi Mr. William J.
Widdleton, of New York, comprising choice classics,histories and other works. Messrs. Little,
llrown A Co., of Boston, followed next uu the catalogue,wifh a fine selection 01 various publications,
all or their own mauulacture.
Messrs. William Wood A Co., of New Y'ork. had a

fall lino ol medical und scientific works. On
their school books u pericct raid occurred. Ol
"Brown's First blues of Kngllsti Grammar," in|voiced at 2M> copies, over 6,ooo volumes wore sold
at lull prices.
Htnton A Co., of New York, had a small invoice

or selected publications, winch sold well up to the
regular prices.
Great interest was manifested In the Invoice ot

Messrs. I.ee A Mhcpanl, of Boston. A raid was
made on the -oilier optic" scries,
Kohert Colyer's works sold well. Klljah Kellogg'*works. MrH. Madeline Leslie's hooks,

"Little Canary" series, "Sophie May'-" books,
' pottr Dimple" stories, "Little Prurly" stories,
-Kosa Abbott's" stories. "Stinnyhank" stories,
".springdale" stories, "Household Series of standardWorks," the "Musical Series," "Twilight
stories," Professor Townsend's works, "Vacation
story books," cates A Woodward's "Knoyclopwol*
oi Dates" at $16, $18, and $$s per volume. "New
llandy Books" and new publications lor the sprtug
oi 1874, besides other standard works, sold lully up
to the lines and regular prices.
Charies Deellver, ol Philadelphia; Mason, Raket

A Pratt, of New York; U. W. Fisher, Rochester, N.
Y'.; Claxton, Itemsen A Ualelflnger, of Philadelphia,and A. J. lloliuun A Co., of Philadelphia, eacu
bad good invoices in yesterday's sales, which
throughout bronght full prices. Messrs. J. K. Pratt
and W illiam It. Leavitt were the auctioneer* ul
the H.ile.
To«<uj's offerings pommcnw with r (Ino Invoice i

of Knglmh works contributed bjr Messrs. Scribner,
Weliord A Armstrong.
Thf possibility of a new issue of inconrertiblt

paper I regard with amazement and anxiety, anil
in my Judgment, such an issue would be a detrt
nxent and a .shooip.-cusni.ea Sumner.


